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T h e  B e l i z e 
C h a m b e r  o f 
C o m m e r c e  a n d 
Industry (BCCI) has 
issued a fervent call 
for the cessation of 
the ongoing industrial 
action at the Port of 
Belize. Stevedores, 
represented by the 
Christian Workers 
Union (CWU), have 
initiated a series 
of work stoppages 
i n  r e s p o n s e 
t o  u n r e s o l v e d 
negotiations with 
the Port of Belize 
Limited (PBL) and 
the Government of 
Belize.

In a statement 
released today, the 
BCCI  expressed 
deep concern over 
the ramifications 
o f  t h e  p o r t ' s 
i m m o b i l i z a t i o n , 
h igh l igh t ing  the 
adverse impact on 
local consumers and 
businesses alike. The 
current impasse, the 
chamber asserts, has 
effectively held the 
nation's consumers 
hostage, driving up 
costs and disrupting 

supply chains vital 
t o  the  coun t ry ' s 
economy.

" E v e r y  s i n g l e 
consumer  in  the 
country will bear the 
brunt of these cost 
increases," stated the 
BCCI, emphasizing 
the ripple effects 
o f  t he  s t andoff . 
W i t h  e s s e n t i a l 
goods unable to be 
offloaded and exports 
delayed, the chamber 
warned of imminent 
product shortages 
a n d  p o t e n t i a l 
c ance l l a t i ons  o f 
overseas  o rders , 
w h i c h  c o u l d 
jeopardize foreign 
exchange earnings.

Furthermore, the 
BCCI underscored the 
potential implications 
for consumer pricing. 

“ U n d e r  t h e 
already flawed price 
cont ro l  sys tems , 
bus iness  owners 
cannot be expected 
to incur fines for 
“price gouging” in 
scenarios where they 
are demonstrably 
disadvantaged by the 
added costs directly 
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attributable to this 
intermittent strike 
action.”

With businesses 
g r a p p l i n g 
w i t h  i n c r e a s e d 
operational costs 
stemming from the 
industrial action, the 
chamber cautioned 
against penalizing 
e n t e r p r i s e s  f o r 
perceived "pr ice 
g o u g i n g "  i n  a n 
already challenging 
economic climate.

As advocates for 
the private sector, 
the  BCCI cal led 

upon  a l l  pa r t i es 
involved to prioritize 
d i a l o g u e  a n d 
expedite a resolution 
t h a t  s a f e g u a r d s 
the economy from 
further disruption. 
" We  u rg e  s w i f t 
action to ensure that 

negotiations proceed 
without bringing 
the economy to a 
s t a n d s t i l l , "  t h e 
chamber concluded.

The BCCI's plea 
comes amid growing 
concerns over the 
prolonged standoff's 

t o l l  o n  B e l i z e ' s 
economic stability. 
As  s t akeho lde r s 
continue to grapple 
with the fal lout , 
the urgency for a 
mutually beneficial 
resolution remains 
paramount.
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