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Belize Chamber of Commerce Urges End to Port of Belize Industria

The Belize
Chamber of
Commerce and
Industry (BCCI) has
issued a fervent call
for the cessation of
the ongoing industrial
action at the Port of
Belize. Stevedores,
represented by the
Christian Workers
Union (CWU), have
initiated a series
of work stoppages
in response
to unresolved
negotiations with
the Port of Belize
Limited (PBL) and
the Government of
Belize.

In a statement
released today, the
BCCI expressed
deep concern over
the ramifications
of the port's
immobilization,
highlighting the
adverse impact on
local consumers and
businesses alike. The
current impasse, the
chamber asserts, has
effectively held the
nation's consumers
hostage, driving up
costs and disrupting

supply chains vital
to the country's
economy.

"Every single
consumer in the
country will bear the
brunt of these cost
increases," stated the
BCCI, emphasizing
the ripple effects
of the standoff.
With essential
goods unable to be
offloaded and exports
delayed, the chamber
warned of imminent
product shortages
and potential
cancellations of
overseas orders,
which could
jeopardize foreign
exchange earnings.

Furthermore, the
BCClunderscored the
potential implications
for consumer pricing.

“Under the
already flawed price
control systems,
business owners
cannot be expected
to incur fines for
“price gouging” in
scenarios where they
are demonstrably
disadvantaged by the
added costs directly

Action

attributable to this
intermittent strike
action.”

With businesses
grappling
with increased
operational costs
stemming from the
industrial action, the
chamber cautioned
against penalizing
enterprises for
perceived "price
gouging" in an
already challenging
economic climate.

As advocates for
the private sector,
the BCCI called

upon all parties
involved to prioritize
dialogue and
expedite a resolution
that safeguards
the economy from
further disruption.
"We urge swift

negotiations proceed
without bringing
the economy to a
standstill," the
chamber concluded.

The BCCI's plea
comes amid growing
concerns over the

toll on Belize's
economic stability.
As stakeholders
continue to grapple
with the fallout,
the urgency for a
mutually beneficial
resolution remains

action to ensure that

prolonged standoff's  paramount.
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PUBLIC UTILITIES
COMMISSION
BELIZE

PUC ISSUES FINAL DECISION ON BEL'S LEAST COST
EXPANSION PLAN PROPOSAL

The Public Utilities Commission (the “Commission”) hereby notifies the
public that on March 12, 2024, it issued its Final Decision on Belize
Electricity Limited (BEL) Least Cost Expansion Plan (LCEP) proposal that
was refiled on April 28, 2023 during the Annual Review Proceedings
2023.

After extensive examination of BEL's proposal, the Commission agreed
to adopt the LCEP with modifications outlined in the Final
Determination and ORDER.

The Final Decision is in line with the commitment made by the
Government of Belize (GOB) at the 26th Conference of Parties in
Glasgow (COP 26) and 28th Conference of Parties in Dubi (COP 28), with
the latter seeking the acceleration of energy transition in Belize by
2030. Additionally, the decision also considered adherence to the
National Energy Plan for Belize (NEP-2023) that includes key policy
goals:

B Reduced cost of energy services

B Increased indigenous energy sources

B Increased access to energy services

The Commission’s Final Determination and Orders can be viewed in

its entirety at www.puc.bz or at our office located at Marina Towers,
New Town Barracks in Belize City.







	Reporter March 17 2024 Notice.pdf
	Amandala March 15 2024 Notice.pdf

